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US 31 Roadway Reconstruction Project  
Des 1800082 et al.  2 

Field Investigation Dates: October 13, 2020, October 14, 2020, and August 23, 2021 
 
Site Location: 
Sections 23, 15, 14, 11, 10, and 3, Township 12 North, Range 4 East, and Sections 34, 27, and 28, 
Township 13 North, Range 4 East 
Franklin and Greenwood 1:24,000 Quadrangles 
Johnson County, Indiana  
Project Southern Terminus: Latitude: 39.464168, Longitude: -86.053924 
Project Center: Latitude 39.496831, Longitude -86.066593 
Project Northern Terminus: Latitude: 39.541025, Longitude: -86.083401 
Des 1800272: Latitude: 39.498761, Longitude: -86.067014 
Des 2001610: Latitude: 39.477707, Longitude: -86.063573  
 
Project Description: 
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) with funding from the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) intend to proceed with an intersection improvement project (Lead Des 1800082), 
a small structure project (Des 1800272), and a bridge rehabilitation project (Des 2001610) on US 31 in the 
City of Franklin, Johnson County, Indiana. The proposed project southern terminus is approximately 1.05 
miles south of SR 44/SR 144, and the project northern terminus is approximately 490 feet north of the 
intersection of US 31 and Israel Lane, approximately 4.45 miles north of SR 44/SR 144. The total length 
of the project is approximately 5.75 miles. The intersection improvement portion of this project (Lead Des 
1800082) intends to make modifications to intersections and signal patterns at some intersections along US 
31 and to add curbs and gutters throughout the project corridor. The current recommended plan is to use a 
combination of median U-turn, green T, J-turn, restricted crossing U-turn, and boulevard left intersection 
styles throughout the project corridor. Improvements to non-motorized transportation access will occur by 
updating and extending sidewalks, installing 10-foot wide paved trails parallel to both sides of US 31, and 
installing pedestrian crossing infrastructure at some intersections. This project also intends to replace the 
culvert carrying Canary Creek under US 31 (Des 1800272) and to rehabilitate the structures carrying US 
31 over Youngs Creek (Des 2001610) in order to accommodate the proposed paths crossing each structure.  
 
The investigated area is in central Johnson County. Land use in the vicinity of the project area is primarily 
commercial and agricultural. The major features in the investigated area are US 31, various cross-streets 
and drainage culverts, Youngs Creek, Canary Ditch, and various residential properties. The investigated 
area is generally urban and level, with some steep slopes within the roadside ditches along US 31. The 
investigated area was chosen because it encompasses the proposed right of way limits, which will contain 
within them the construction area. The investigated area occurs entirely within the US Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) Midwest region.  
 
Vegetation in the project area is primarily herbaceous vegetation that is common within roadside ditches 
and within disturbed areas. A small portion of wooded vegetation forms a riparian area near Youngs Creek. 
Midstory vegetation can be found near the southern project terminus separating the roadway slope and 
adjacent farm fields. Hydrology in the project area is influenced primarily by runoff from US 31 and the 
surrounding agricultural fields and commercial properties. Culverts carrying drainage under US 31 are 
present throughout the investigated area. The nearest major hydrological feature is Youngs Creek, which is 
within the investigated area. The attached floodplains map indicates that there are mapped floodplains 
within the investigated area.  
 
Soils:  
According to the Soil Survey Geographic (SSURGO) Database for Johnson County, Indiana, the 
investigated area does contain soil areas with nationally listed hydric soils. Soils within and near the 
investigated area are characterized by well drained non-hydric soils to poorly drained hydric soils.  
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